
 
Friends of St Michael & All Angels Church 
Moccas 
Herefordshire   
HR2 9LH   
  

 

Welcome to our first Newsletter Autumn 201 8  
 

Flower Festival in a Tea Cup  

Saturday 29th & Sunday 30th September 
10am to 4pm 

Celebration Service 3pm Sunday 
Refreshments in Village Hall 
 

 

Organ Restoration Project 
The organ  at the west end of our church was designed and 
constructed by RW Walker & Sons Ltd in 1871, and installed by 
the Rector, Reverend Sir George Cornewall of Moccas Court. 

The red and green casing was hand painted by Kempe and 
considered to be quite unique.  The historian, David Whitehead 
has described it as a “… wonderful composition, unparalleled 
anywhere else in Herefordshire”. 

At nearly 150 years old, it is not surprisingly in need of some refurbishment – both the organ and its 
casing, separately – and fund raising is well underway for this project.  Quotes received are in the region 
of £60-70k for the organ and £20k for the casing; so far we have raised a total of £40k, with £5k from 
Church Care, £5k from the Prince of Wales Charitable Foundation, £10k and £15k respectively from two 
private donors, and £5k from a series of fundraising events. 

 

Meet our new vicar, the Revd Luci Morriss 
 

Appointed as a Rural Pioneer Priest in the Deanery of 

Abbeydore and Priest in Charge of the Border Link 

Parishes:  

Cusop with Blakemere, Bredwardine with Brobury, 

Clifford, Dorstone, Hardwicke, Moccas and 

Preston-on-Wye 

Luci joins us from Oxford Diocese with her husband, 

Alistair, and we welcome them both  

 

Sunday 7th October: 11.00am Harvest Festival with the Hereford Church Singers & Lunch in Village Hall 

Sunday 9th December: 7.00pm Nine Lessons & Carols with Hereford Cathedral School Senior Chamber Choir 

(as part of their Music in Quiet Places season) 

Monday 24th December:   8.00pm Christmas Eve Holy Communion 

 

 

 

 



 

    

  
 

On 30th September 5 Rural Pioneer Priests will be licensed in our Deanery.  
The parishes in our Deanery created a Mission Action Plan to address some significant challenges: falling 

clergy numbers, a struggle to recruit clergy to rural posts & squeezed parish finances, all resulting in an 

eventual reduction in full time clergy.  Following consultation, a plan emerged to enable our mission and 

ministry to continue to flourish by utilising the gifts of lay people, and to employ a deanery administrator and 

our clergy for their part will work together, spending 50% of their time supporting their parishes and 50% 

working across the Deanery on 5 identified areas of mission. 

We are just starting out on this journey; it’s a different way of working for all of us and we don’t know exactly 

how it will work, but we pray it will mean that the God-given gifts of everyone in our congregations (including 

our priests) are used wisely and that we can, together, share the good news of Jesus’ love for his world.   

Please contact Revd Luci Morris on 01497 821877 or Revd Jane Rogers on 01981 500478 for more information. 
 

Friends of St Michael & All Angels Church, Moccas 

 

St Michael & All Angels is a Norman church built of tufa in 1130 AD 

(by the same masons who built Kilpeck church). It is intact, with a 

Norman font and some fourteenth century stained glass.  

It is on the site of the former Moccas Abbey, founded by the regional 

saint Dubricius or Dyfrig, who was born in Moccas around 580 AD. 

The church is Grade 1 listed, included in Simon Jenkins’ book ‘1000 

Best Churches’ and has been in continuous use since it was built.  

But our church is far more than just a historic building and well-

known landmark in the village.  It’s a place where we gather with our families and friends to share 

in key life events – christenings, weddings and funerals – as well as for regular Sunday worship, 

Easter, Harvest and Christmas.  Our beautiful church and churchyard are open to visitors every day, 

and of course it’s always a joy to see the building full of life and activity.   

However, we can all too easily take our local church for granted: its presence and role in the 

community, serving our village and its people, as it has done for countless generations.   The cost 

of keeping it well maintained and open to all, is increasing all the time; and the burden of fund 

raising to keep it open for future generations to enjoy is becoming increasingly difficult with only a 

small and ageing church community. 

With this in mind we are launching the Friends of Moccas Church, and the Parish Giving Scheme. 

Membership of the Friends is drawn from all those who wish to see the church there for future 

generations, for whatever reason, and are happy to help support the upkeep of this ancient and 

beautiful building. 

Our launch event is the ‘Flower Festival in a Tea Cup’ on 29th & 30th September; celebrating 

Michaelmas with all things tea, or even T – from cricket teas to T Rex!  Please do come and see the 

church full of flowers, and enjoy tea & cake with us in the village hall.  There will also be information 

available about joining the Friends and the Parish Giving Scheme if you wish. 
 

  

https://www.moccas.church/  PCC Secretary:  Mrs Pam Brown 

https://www.facebook.com/MoccasChurch/ moccaschurch@gmail.com 

https://twitter.com/MoccasChurch  Greystoke, Moccas, Herefordshire HR2 9LQ 
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